THE  REBELLION:  OUR  RELATIONS  AND  DUTIES. 
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HON.  EDWARD  McPHERSON, 


OF  PENNS A"L VANIA. 


Delivered  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  14,  1862. 


'  The  House  TDemg  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  I 
of  the  Union —  ^ 

Mr.  McPherson  said ;  I  desire,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  to  discuss  the  nature  and  objects  of  the  1 
rebellion,  and  our  relations  and  duties  to  it,  re-  j 
calling  so  much  of  its  history  as  ■will  illustrate 
j  the  one  or  enforce  the  other, 
i  The  conspiracy,  of  which  I  have  twice  spolcen 
:  in  this  Hall,  has  become  armed  rebellion,  and 
'  involved  the  country  in  civil  war.  It  has  called 
to  the  field  a  well-appointed  army  of  six  hun- 
'  dred  thousand  citizen  soldiers,  prepared  to  meet 
rin  battle  the  misguided  men  whom  guilty  am¬ 
bition  and  crafty  policy  have  beguiled,  or  com¬ 
pulsion  forced,  to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  a 
=great  crime  and  for  the  furtherance  of  a  gigan- 
I  tic  wickedness.  Months  have  been  spent  in  vast 
and  busy  preparation,  until  on  ocean  and  river, 
in  valley  and  on  mountain-top,  war  rings  his 
clarion  voice.  A  contest  more  momentous  to 
:  this  Union,  and  the  interests  enwrapped  in  it, 
than  prediction  has  suggested  or  history  re¬ 
corded,  is  upon  us  with  responsibilities  at  once 
stern  and  manifold.  He  only  who  comprehends 
the  events  transpiring  about  us,  the  mighty  al¬ 
ternatives  the  contest  involves,  and  how  con- 
trollingly  our  action  will  modify  issues  most  im¬ 
portant  to  mankind,  and  vital  to  us,  can  appre¬ 
ciate  the  nature  of  the  crisis,  and  of  the  mission 
appointed  to  this  generation. 

As  for  myself,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  light  of 
this  great  mission,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
grave  duties  of  the  hour,  the  central  feeling  of 
my  heart  is  detestation  of  the  rebellion.  I  hate 
the  thing  itself.  I  contemn  its  authors,  pro 


moters,  agents,  and  sympathizers.  I  abhor  it 
for  the  purposes  it  embodies,  the  declared  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  it  rests,  the  perjured  apos¬ 
tasy  in  which  it  was  conceived,  the  deep  du¬ 
plicity  by  which  it  was  developed,  and  the  vio¬ 
lence  and  terrorism  by  which  it  was  at  length 
forced  upon  an  unwilling  people.* 

Every  dictate  of  my  judgment,  every  impulse 
of  my  heart,  every  instinct  of  my  nature,  bids 
me  resist  this  accursed  Disunion  machination. 

TRUE  AND  FALSE  LOYALTY. 

This  is  my  faith.  It  should  be  the  sentiment 
of  every  loyal  heart  It  is  the  sentiment  of  every 
heart  truly  loyal.  It  has  nothing  in  common 
with  the  conditional  loyalty  avowed  on  this  floor. 
It  recognises  as  the  prime  duty  of  this  genera¬ 
tion,  the  suppression,  at  every  hazard,  and  by 
using  every  necessary  means,  of  this  insurrec¬ 
tion,  the  restoration  of  the  authority  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment,  the  re-establishment  upon  its  old  rest¬ 
ing-places  of  the  emblem  of  the  Republic,  and 
the  re-erection  of  the  altars  of  liberty,  displaced 
in  eleven  States  by  the  dismal  symbols  of  des¬ 
potism.  A  loyalty  which  imposes  conditions, 
restrictions,  exactions,  is  spurious  and  lifeless. 
It  is  sure  to  fail  in  the  hour  of  need,  and  is  little 
different  from,  or  preferable  to,  disloyalty.  In 
all  calculations  of  results  I  class  it  as  an  ele¬ 
ment  unfriendly,  and  at  best  unreliable. 

*  In  illustration  it  may  be  stated  that  the  election  for 
members  of  the  State  Convention,  in  Texas,  was  ordered  by 
a  few  men,  and  two-thirds  of  the  people  stayed  away  from 
the  polls.  The  convention  sent  delegates  to  the  Montgom¬ 
ery  convention,  and  the  people  were  compelled  by  military 
violence  to  recognise  the  ordinance  of  secession. — BecetU 
speech  of  Charles  Anckrson,  Esg^. ,  in  New  York, 
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Sir,  no  one  is  surprised  at  the  existence  of 
this  qualified  loyalty,  for  it  is  a  natural  growth, 
and  its  exacting  spirit  and  swelling  pretentious¬ 
ness  are  not  unfamiliar  to  those  who  know  its 
previous  disguises. 

Hie  rebels  reckoned  the  qualified  loyalty  of 
portions  of  the  loyal  States  as  an  impregnable 
wall  of  defence  for  them  ;  and  to  produce  and 
maintain  the  feeling  they  spared  no  effort.  All 
over  the  country  the  seeds  of  treason  were 
planted  insidiously  and  industriously.  Not  a 
State  or  county,  scarcely  a  neighborhood  es¬ 
caped,  for  the  agencies  they  used  penetrated 
everywhere.  It  was  hoped  that  the  harvest 
would  follow,  and  it  was  intended  that,  with  its 
ingathering,  the  projected  crime  would  be  com¬ 
mitted,  the  Union  rent,  the  Constitution  over¬ 
thrown,  and  the  principles  of  liberty  obscured 
in  the  crumbling  of  this  their  best  abiding- 
place. 

LOYALTY  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

Nothing  prevented  but  the  unquenched  and 
unquenchable  loyalty  of  the  people,  which 
baulked  every  calculation,  overleaped  every 
belittling  prejudice,  burst  every  fetter,  and, 
shaking  ott‘  the  dust  of  inaction,  promptly  or¬ 
ganized  for  the  protection  of  their  imperiled  in¬ 
terests.  Who  forgets,  or  would  forget,  that 
sublime  uprising  which  struck  dismay  to  rebels 
at  home  and  their  agents  abroad  ?*  Who  was 
not  thrilled  by  that  majestic  act,  as  the  heart 
ot'  the  people,  rising  above  the  influence  of  po¬ 
litical  association  and  personal  friendship, 
above  partisan  affinity  on  the  one  hand  and  re¬ 
pulsion  on  the  other,  above  all  petty  and  sor¬ 
did  considerations,  proclaimed,  in  a  spirit  of 
fervent  patriotism,  that  neither  blinding  dogma 
n  )r  corroding  theory  ;  neither  selfish  ambition 
nor  contracting  policy  ;  neither  memory,  enjoy¬ 
ment,  nor  prospect ;  neither  tie  nor  hope,  could 

*  The  following  extract  from  a  letter,  dated  December  10, 
1S61,  from  a  distinguished  Englishman,  formerly  a  member 
of  Parliament,  found  in  a  late  number  of  the  New  York 
Tribune,  illustrates  this  yoint: 

“  Long  before  secession  was  an  accomplished  fact,  the 
jjress  ot  England  had  been  tampered  with  by  the  emissaries 
of  your  disunion  party.  Men  liad  been  industriously  at  work 
to  prepare  the  way  for  tlie  speedy  recognition  of  tlie  inde- 
paudence  of  the  cotton  States.  Tlic  programme  of  Jeffer¬ 
son  Davis  and  his  co-conspirators  had  been  made  known, 
and  arguments  supplied  wherewith  it  might  he  supported. 
Men  hero  were  already  supplied  witli  their  briefs  and  their 
rt tuning  fees.  The  simultaneous  rising  of  the  free  States, 
and  the  improvisation  of  an  immense  army  of  loyal  men, 
greatly  disconcerted  the  machinations  of  Yancey,  Mann, 
a  id  their  corrupt  tools,  and  necessitated  the  adoption  of  a 
different  course  of  action;  hut  they  are  still  active,  and  the 
plunder  of  the  sub-Treasuries  of  the  South  still  holds  out, 
and  is  freely  distributed  among  those  who  are  base  enough 
to  he  the  instruments  of  the  worst  of  traitors  and  vilest  of 
despots.” 


.suffice  to  separate  them  from  the  name  am 
fame  of  their  country?  Whose  feelings  wen 
not  deeply  stirred ;  whose  heart  was  not  cheered 
whose  faith  in  man  was  not  strengthened  ?  T 
appreciate  its  grandeur,  one  must  recall  tin 
means  taken  to  prevent  it,  and  the  corrupting 
methods  adopted  to  repress  the  impulses  am 
pervert  the  instincts  of  the  American  heart 


To  all  true  men,  who  had  witnessed  and  watchei 
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this  long-continued  tampering  with  loyalty,  tin 
period  of  culmination  was  one  of  anxious  sns 
pense.  To  the  traitors,  also,  it  was  a  period  o 
deej)  solicitude,  for  much  hung  upon  it. 

When  by  the  overt  act  treason  was  disrobei 
and  all  its  antecedent  history  revealed,  I  won 
der  not  that  the  consciousness  of  confidenci 
betrayed,  of  trust  deceived,  of  patience  abused 
and  of  devotion  vtnappreciated,*  combined  wif 
an  outraged  loyalty,  to  wring  from  Douglas  am 
Dickinson  and  Butler  words  of  indignant  de 
nunciation.  Let  their  names  be  ever  honorei 
among  men ;  but  of  those  who,  insensible  to  al 
this,  have  not  spoken  a  work  or  done  a  deed  ii 
token  of  their  hatred  of  this  great  crime,  o 
who  secretly  applaud  secession  or  sulkily  sus 
tain  the  Union,  what  else  can,  in  truth,  be  said  ® 
than  that  they  are  guiltier  than  the  conspirator 
themselves  ? 
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I  have  alluded  to  the  .seeds  of  treason  a 
planted  everywhere,  and  through  organization 
penetrating  every  portion  of  the  Union.  Le 
me  be  more  explicit.  By  the  seeds  of  treasoi  jj, 
I  mean  the  political  doctrines  of  those  nnscru 
pnlous  and  crafty  men  who,  for  years  chantinpi 
the  praises  of  the  Union,  were  plotting  its  de 
strnction ;  and  who,  the  more  easily  to  accom 
plisli  their  ends,  sought  entrance,  MiicZer 
pretenses,  into  all  the  political  parties  of  th 
country;  through  all  alarming  the  slave  intei 
est,  and  preparing  it  to  combine  against  th' 
Government.  Powerless  to  use  the  Whig  partj 
they  abandoned  and  destroyed  it ;  and  having 
meanwhile,  obtained  control  of  the  Democrat! 
organization,  they  proceeded,  by  stealthy  ani 
uradual  innovations,  to  undermine  its  ancieu 
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*  Senator  Kenh-ehy,  of  Maryland,  in  his  speech  of  Jam 
ary  31, 1862,  aptly  but  unintentionally  illustrates  this  poin' 
He  narrates  an  interview  which  took  place  last  winter  hi 
twe-'n  Messrs.  Mason,  Davi.s,  and  Benjamin  and  Bright,  i 
which  the  latter  appealed  to  the  lormer,  by  t  very  consi  e] 
ation  of  right  and  duty  and  of  justice  to  him  and  his  friend 
in  the  North  who  had  stood  by  them,  to  remain  in  tl 
Union,  and  seek  redress  of  grievances.  He  closes  the  na; 
rative  by  these  significant  words:  “  Thai  ymtleman  [M. 
Bristit]receiveclbulliUle  consideration.” 
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reed  until  not  a  vestige  of  its  former  greatness 
emained,  and  it  was  changed  from  the  liberal- 
zing  agent  its  founders  left  it  into  a  distributor 
>f  every  noxious  and  pestilential  principle. 
Comparing  the  positions  taken  by  secessionists 
ipon  points  vital  to  themselves,  it  will  Ije  found 
hat  in  almost  every  case  there  is  a  substantial 
oncurrence  with  the  public  declarations  or  the 
lear  implications  contained  in  the  platform 
itely  laid  by  the  leaders  of  that  party.  Is  the 
octrine  of  State  sovereignty  to  be  interposed 
s  a  justification  of  the  rightfulness  of  seces- 
ion — a  warrant  for  it  will  be  found,  if  not  in 
le  precise  language,  in  the  general  tenor  of 
)emocratic  authority.  Is  the  doctrine  of  non- 
oercion  to  be  used  in  denial  of  the  right  of  the 
rovernment  to  maintain  itself  by  force  against 
n  opposing  force;  is  an  inaction  to  be  justified 
hich  permitted  the  forts  of  the  nation  to  be 
cleaguered,  by  battery  after  battery,  and  iso- 
ited  until  one  starving  garrison  are  driven  to 
rrrender,  and  another  barely  saved;  or  is  a 
;  livering  and  imbecile  President  who,  in  grave 
,  mergencies,  requiring  glowing  ei\ergy,  did 
,  othing  to  save  his  country,  then  dying  of  an 
::  lanition  he  could  have  cured — we  are  referred 
.  I  a  preposterous,  hut  specious,  theory  devised 
y  traitors  and  injected  into  his  messao-e  for 
le  paralyzation  of  the  Government.  Is  the 

■  5stiferous  doctrine  of  State  sovereignty  to  poi- 
i  m  our  whole  politics,  denationalizing  the  Gov- 
i  'nment — what  gave  it  general  and  dangerous 
Jt  irrency  but  the  belief  of  the  honest  and  con- 
5  ling  masses  of  the  Democratic  party  in  the 
D  itriotism  of  the  hypocrites  who  dictated  its 
J  w?  When,  going  further,  to  justify  the  act 
i '  secession,  its  defenders  repeat  their  list  of 
I  grievances,”  which  I  have  before  investigated 
3  id  exposed — who  admit  the  correctness  of  the 
i  'mplaints,  or  the  validity  of  the  excuse,  ex- 
3  ^pt  those  who  were  falsely  taught  by  the  de- 
1  fitful  expositors  of  Democratic  opinion  to  be- 
1  ive  that  those  grievances  were  actual,  were 
3  uiestly  asserted,  and,  in  defiance  of  all  evi- 
■-  ■nee,  were  the  moving  cause  of  secession ;  and 
!  fio,  while  gently  disapproving  the  mode  of  re- 
»033  adopted,  svmpathizingly  bemoan  the  '•  in- 
jstice  ”  secessionists  have  suffered  ?  Sir,  though 
■’b  opinion  may  be  considered  harsh,  yet  I  be- 
^ve  it  is  susceptible  of  demonstration  that  had 

. »  framework  of  Democratic  doctrine,  as  lately 

■  oclaimsd,  been  constructed  with  an  express 
Hw  to  effect  secession,  it  could  not  have  been 


better  adapted  to  the  purpose,  whether  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  light  of  its  fitness  to  invite  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  disrupt  the  Government,  or  to  restrain 
an  Administration  from  attempting  to  prevent 
it.  Even  with  the  light  of  experience,  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  see  how,  in  this  respect,  the  means 
could  have  been  improved,  or  what  could  have 
added  to  the  almost  superhuman  ingenuity  of 
evil  shown  in  those  theories  and  their  enforce¬ 
ment. 

Sir,  it  is  not  surprising  that  persistent  and 
well-directed  effort  produced  results ;  and  that, 
l)efore  the  bl6w  fell,  thousands  occupied  an  at¬ 
titude  involving  grave  concern  to  true  men  and 
joyous  hopefulness  to  rebels.  But  false  train¬ 
ing,  deceptive  leadership,  and  perverted  theories 
could  not  destroy  the  instincts  of  the  public 
heart;  and  w'hen,  the  mask  thrown  off.  State 
sovereignty  assumed  the  23osition  of  armed  re¬ 
bellion,  the  scales  dropped,  and  men,  ceasing 
to  be  politicians,  became  Americans.  In  this 
great  conversion  (it  can  be  said  with  reverence) 
the  hearts  of  thousands  were  changed,  and  blind 
men  saw,  deaf  men  heard,  and  simple  men  un¬ 
derstood.  Sir,  the  people  of  all  parties  are  faith¬ 
ful.  How  is  it  with  the  politicians  ? 

UNFAVORABLE  INDICATIONS. 

I  think  it  apparent  that  certain  influential 
classes  are  not  fully  devoted  to  our  great  w'ork, 
if  their  acts  form  a  reliable  indication  of  their 
feelings.  In  one  quarter,  every  act  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  is  querulously  denounced,  w'hile  there 
is  no  vision  to  perceive  or  spirit  to  rebuke  the 
monstrous  fy-raniiy  secession  has  already  pro¬ 
duced — a  fyTanny  which  has  pursued  patriots 
with  unrelenting  and  barbarous  cruelty,*  and 
enacted  laws  defiantly  denounced  by  the  vener¬ 
able  Petigru,  as  “  borrowed  from  the  darkest 
period  of  tyranny,”  as  “  dug  up  from  the  very 
quarries  of  despotism,”  and  as  unworthy  of  the 
civilization  and  light  of  the  age. 

Others  see  in  the  suspension,  by  the  Execu¬ 
tive,  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  the  arbitrary 
exercise  of  a  power  not  granted  to  him,  and  un- 
w'arranted  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times — for¬ 
getful  that  a  prompt  arrest  may  be  of  more  im¬ 
portance  than,  and  may  be  essential  to,  a  vic¬ 
tory  ;  that  their  dogmatic  denial  of  the  Presi¬ 
dent's  power  is  controverted  by  the  greatest  le¬ 
gal  learning  of  the  country ;  and  that,  as  Mr. 

*  United  States  Senator  Wuxet,  from  Virginia,  recently 
stated  ill  a  speech  in  the  Senate,  that,  in  secret  conclave, 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  had  set  a  price  upon  his  head 
and  that  of  his  colleague. 
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Binney  has  observed,  in  dangerous  times  people 
are  generally  willing  and  often  compelled  to 
give  up,  for  a  season,  a  portion  of  their  freedom 
to  preserve  the  rest ;  and  that,  fortunately,  “  it 
is  that  portion  of  the  pieople,for  the  most  part, 
who  like  to  lice  onthe  margin  of  disobedience  to 
the  laws,  whose  freedom  is  most  in  danger — the 
rest  being  rarely  in  want  of  a  habeas  corpus.” 

In  another  quarter,  the  Administration  is  as¬ 
sailed  for  usurpation  of  powers  not  granted,  for 
failure  to  ask  legislative  consent  or  approval, 
and  for  arbitrariness  in  the  discharge  of  its  func¬ 
tions  ;  when,  in  the  same  quarter,  when  means 
are  asked  to  carry  out  the  powers  clearly  granted 
and  for  purposes  necessary  to  the  maintenance 
of  Government,  w'ords  of  sharp  objection  or  sol¬ 
emn  protest  bound  to  scornful  lips  or  fall  from 
galling  pen.  In  another,  it  is  fiercely  com¬ 
plained  that  there  are  political  bastiles,’’  in 
which  dangerous  persons,  who  have  been  ar¬ 
rested,  are  confined,  as  though  the  assumption 
practically  made  by  these  objectors,  that  Gov¬ 
ernment,  in  using  this  (at  times)  necessary 
MEANS  of  protecting  itself,  is  committing  a  more 
flagrant  wrong  than  in  allowdng  active  sympa¬ 
thizers  with  treason  opportunity  to  betray  and 
destroy  it,  was  not  absurd  in  terms  and  indefen¬ 
sible  in  reason.  Another  circle,  less  sensitive 
to  constitutional  questions  and  more  able  to 
handle  practical  issues,  seize  upon  the  large  ex¬ 
penditures  of  Government  with  a  view  to  create 
a  sentiment  adverse  to  the  continuance  of  the 
war.  While  still  another  seek  to  alarm  by  pom¬ 
pously  predicting,  if  not  fomenting,  foreign  war. 
Still  another  class  give  the  Administration 
words  of  confidence  and  votes  of  disfavor;  de 
claiming  loudly  for  the  tvar  but  withholding  the 
means  to  maintain  it  and  the  taxes  necessary 
to  the  public  credit,  and  making  a  prudent 
record  which  may  not  embarrass  in  shameful 
contingencies  expected,  if  not  hoped  for.  I 
need  not  mention  more.  The  existence  of  these 
classes,  fortunately  feeble,  gives  occasion  for 
watchfulness,  that  through  them  the  public 
safety  be  not  imperiled,  or  the  nation's  honor 
stained,  or  the  coming  triumph  dimmed. 

THE  PURPOSE  OF  THE  REBELLION. 

I  have  said  that  I  detest  this  rebellion,  not 
because  it  is  a  rebellion,  not  solely  because  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  effected,  or  of  the 
conduct  of  the  men  who  originated,  developed, 
and  produced  it,  but  especially  because  of  the 
principles  it  accepts  and  the  purposes  it  repre¬ 


sents.  What  are  they  ?  He  must  be  a  dull  ob¬ 
server  who  does  not  know  that  this  rebellion 
was  caused  in  the  interest  of  reactionary  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  that  it  has  no  sympathies  with  popular 
rights  ;  that  it  is  aimed  at  a  contraction  of  pop¬ 
ular  liberty  ;  that  it  is  controlled  by  cold,  cal¬ 
culating,  hard  men,  who,  neither  by  nature, 
training,  nor  conviction  are  in  harmony  with 
the  sentiment  of  freedom  ;  and  who  have,  on 
many  occasions  and  in  divers  ways,  shown  their 
contempt  of  liberal  and  republican  ideas.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  account  for  this  lapse  from 
the  great  principles  of  our  Kevolution ;  but  it 
may  be  assumed  that  the  causes  of  such  an  up¬ 
rooting  of  pure  principles  and  implanting  of  evil 
ones  were'  very  penetrative  and  powerful,  chief 
among  which,  doubtless,  are  the  deteriorating 
influences,  pernicious  tendencies,  and  harsh  in¬ 
culcations  of  the  slave  system.  Certain  it  is, 
this  change  of  sentiment  was  not  due  to 
discontent  produced  by  the  oppressions  of 
our  Government ;  for,  whatever  may  now  be 
pretended  to  the  contrary,  the  truth  on  this 
point  was  unwittingly  declared  in  this  House  in 
the  opening  days  of  the  Thirty-Sixth  Congress, 
when  the  very  able  member  from  the  second 
district  of  Alabama,  Mr.  Pugh,  on  the  9th  day 
of  January,  18G0,  said  ; 

“  If  the  statutes  which  have  been  passed  here  for  the  last 
ten  years  were  obliterated.  I  have  no  idea  that  any  man  in 
my  district  would  know  it  or  feel  it,  unless  ho  saw  it  in  the 
newspapers.” — Congressional  G'lohe,  vol.  1,  Thirty-Sixth 
Congress,  p.  373. 

Sir,  the  real  cause  is  a  malignant  hatred  oi 
free  principles,  and  of  their  practical  tenden¬ 
cies  in  political  communities. 

As  to  the  men  controlling  this  movement  and 
giving  it  tone,  we  may  accept  as  just  and  con¬ 
clusive  the  testimony  recently  borne  by  Senatoi 
Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  who  knew  them  well 
and  in  his  very  effective  speech  of  January  31 
18G2,  after  showing,  by  votes  taken  in  the  Sen 
ate  last  winter,  that  secession  Senators  had  tht 
power  to  pass  a  compromise,  but  treacherously 
and  tauntingly  leaving  the  Senate,  refused  t( 
vote,  when  their  affirmative  votes  would  hav( 
carried  the  proposed  measure,  uses  this  remark 
able  and  truthful  language  : 

“It  was  not  compromise  that  the  leaders  wanted;  Ihc]  ' 
wanted  power;  they  wanted  to  destroy  this  Government 
so  that  they  might  have  place  and  emolument  for  them 
selves.  They  had  lost  confidence  in  the  intelligence  ant  ‘ 
virtue  and  integrity  of  the  people  and  their  capacity  to  gov 
ern  themselves;  and  they  intended  to  separate  and  formi  t 
government,  the  chief  corner-stone  of  which  should  ho  sla 
very,  diffranchising  tJie  great  mass  of  the  people,  of  whicl  ® 
we  have  seen  constant  evidence,  and  merging  the  powei  g 
of  Government  in  the  hands  of  the  few.  1  know  what  I  stij 
I  know  their  feelings  and  their  sentiments.  I  served  in  tb 
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Senate  here  with  them .  I  know  they  were  a  close  corpora¬ 
tion  that  had  no  more  confidence  in,  or  respect  for,  the  people, 
than  has  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  I  fought  that  close  corporation 
here.  They  seek  to  overthrow  free  Government  and  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  despotism  in  its  place.  That  is  the  great  battle 
which  is  upon  our  hands.” — Speech  in  the  SencUe,  Friday, 
January  3i,  1362. 

Facts  justify  this  severe  criticism.  The  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  legislative  and  deliberative  bodies 
now  or  recently  in  session,  the  tone  ot  their 
public  documents,  the  outgivings  of  their  press, 
and  the  temper  of  almost  every  portion  of  soci¬ 
ety  whose  voice  is  now  heard,  all  indicate  a 
leaning  towards  a  restrictive  system.  The  Vir¬ 
ginia  State  convention,  after  voting  the  State 
out  of  the  Union,  have  proceeded  to  reconstruct 
their  domestic  government,  and  are  controlled 
by  aristocratic  principles.  They  have  taken 
from  the  people  the  election  of  sundry  civil  offi¬ 
cers  ;  and  the  committee  appointed  in  May  last, 
to  consider  proposed  amendments  to  the  State 
constitution,  have  reported  against  a  system  of 
free  schools,  in  favor  of  restricting  the  right  of 
suffrage,  against  the  election  by  the  people  of 
the  higher  officers  of  Government,  against  all 
homestead  and  exemption  laws,  and  generally 
in  favor  of  the  introduction  into  the  govern¬ 
mental  structure  of  unequal  principles,  by  which 
classes  are  created,  rather  than  of  those  equal¬ 
izing  principles  which  mark  free  society  and 
have  made  it  offensive  to  our  American  tories. 
Governor  Pickens,  of  South  Carolina,  in  his 
last  annual  message  of  the  6th  of  November 
last,  says,  in  anticipation  of  the  failure  of  the 
present  insurrection,  that  “if  the  South  fail, 
with  all  our  conservative  elements  to  save  us, 
then,  indeed,  there  will  be  no  hope  for  an  inde¬ 
pendent  and  free  republic  ”  on  this  continent, 
9.ni  “ the  public  mind  icill  turn  despondingly 
to  the  stronger  and  more  fixed  forms  of  the  Old 
World."  Not  only  is  there  an  intention  to  de¬ 
grade  labor  and  stigmatize  and  outlaw  poverty 
by  denying  the  poor  all  power  over  legislation, 
but  the  right  of  naturalization  has  been  re¬ 
stricted  to  such  few  aliens  as  are  enlisted  in  the 
rebel  armies  ;  and  it  is  proposed,  in  influential 
quarters,  to  withhold  the  right  from  all  future 
immigrants. 

The  newspapers  reflect  the  same  current  of 
opinion,  finding  expression  in  eulogies  of  the 
British  aristocracy  and  deprecation  of  the 
“mob”  in  America,  and  in  comparisons  be¬ 
tween  the  monarchical  and  aristocratic  features 
of  England  and  the  institutions  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  preference  is  given  to  the  for¬ 
mer,  on  the  grounds  of  superior  administration; 


greater  security  of  the  citizen,  and  greater  free¬ 
dom  of  the  press  !  In  addition  to  these  indica¬ 
tions  of  a  public  character,  it  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  Mr.  Russell,  the  correspondent  of  the 
London  Times,  in  a  letter  dated  from  Charles¬ 
ton  last  May,  used  this  language : 

“  I  have  visited  a  great  many  planters,  and  I  have  talked 
freely  and  fully  with  them.  Everywhere  I  lutve  found  the 
5.ame  desire  to  have  a  prince  of  the  royal  family  of  England 
to  rule  over  them.” 

A  recent  number  of  the  Richmond  Examiner 
betrays  the  same  fact,  when,  yielding  its  hopes 
of  a  foreign  war,  it  reminds  England  that  her 
failure  to  strike  the  United  States  now  will,  for 
all  she  can  tell,  allow  the  rebels  “  to  be  over- 
lohelmed  by  the  democracy  that  threatens  her¬ 
self;  "  while  it  is  known  that,  as  far  back  as 
10,50 — 51,  Mr.  Memminger,  now  the  rebel  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  treasury,  publicly  said,  in  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  that  he  had 
rather  South  Carolina  was  attached  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Great  Britain,  as  she  was  previous 
to  the  Revolution,  than  to  remain  a  member  of 
this  LTnion. 

The  purpose  of  the  rebellion  is  transparent. 
There  is  no  doubt  as  to  its  authors,  their  ob¬ 
jects,  means,  and  end.*  No  rebellion  was  ever 
more  gradually  prepared  or  deliberately  plan¬ 
ned.  The  pretexts — for  there  were  two ;  first, 
the  tariff,  and,  that  failing,  slavery — were  greed¬ 
ily  seized  and  ingeniously  handled.  The  means 
were  industriously  gathered,  massed,  and  fitted. 
The  achievement  was,  for  fifty  years,  the  inspi¬ 
ration  of  leagued  traitors  in  high  places.  To  it 
all  legl,slation  was  bent,  and  every  policy  sub¬ 
ordinated.  No  legislation  which  could  not  be 
tributary  to  this  atrocious  scheme  was,  within 
twenty  years,  enacted  by  Congress.  Scarcely 
anything  not  tributary  to  it  was,  except  in  one 
bright  hiatus,  recommended  by  the  E-xecutive. 


*  In  addition  to  the  proofs  given  elsewhere,  I  may  add  a 
very  remarkable  statement  from  Commodore  Charles  Stew¬ 
art,  who,  in  a  letter  dated  Bordenlown,  New  .Jersey,  May 
4, 1861,  giving  the  remiuisceiu-es  of  a  conversation  between 
John  C.  Calhoun  and  himself,  in  the  latter  part  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1812,  after  the  declaration  of  war  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  against  Great  Britain,  on  the  ISth  of  June 
previous,  states  this  as  the  sulistance  of  Mr.  Ca'houn's  re¬ 
ply  to  his  criticism  on  the  iucousistency  of  the  latter,  an 
aristocrat  in  feeling,  &c. ,  being  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party:  .  ,  . 

“  iVe  Southrons  are  essentially  aristocraUc,  but  wo  can 
and  do  yield  much  to  democracy  This  is  our  sectional 
policy;  wo  are  from  necessity  thrown  upon  and  solemnly 
wedded  to  that  party,  however  it  may  occasionally  clash 
with  our  feelings,  for  the  conservation  of  our  interests.  It  is 
through  our  affiliation  with  that  party  in  the  Middle  and 
Western  States  we  control,  under  the  Constitution,  the  gov¬ 
erning  of  these  United  States;  but  when  we  cease  thus  to 
control  this  nation,  through  a  disjointed  Democracy,  or  any 
material  obstacle  in  that  party  which  shall  tend  to  throw 
U3  out  of  that  rule  and  control,  we  shall  then  Tcsort  to  the 
dissolution  of  the  Uniooi.” 
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lu  its  interest,  diplomacy  revealed  its  valuable 
secrets,  the  Treasurj'  was  robbed  and  bank¬ 
rupted,  the  navy  scattered  to  distant  seas,  and 
tire  army  through  the  wilderness ;  arms  and 
warlike  munitions  were  placed  within  easy  theft, 
and  even  the  majestic  voice  of  the  law.  when 
importuned  in  the  very  hearing  of  the  master 
conspirators,  refused  to  utter  its  stern  denunci-  j 
ations  of  liagrant  treason. 

This  movement  was  not  intended  to  cure  ac¬ 
tual  grievances,  for  they  did  not  exist,  and  in 
the  nature  of  the  case  could  not,  for  themselves 
had  administered  the  Government,  and  at  the 
moment  of  secession  but  one  of  the  three 
branches  was  in  hands  which  could  be  consid¬ 
ered  at  all  unfriendly.  Neither  could  an  appre¬ 
hension  of  evil  be  pretended  ;  for,  besides  the 
mutations  of  politics,  from  which  they  had  more 
to  hope  than  fear,  there  was  no  possibility  of  a 
power  dangerous  to  their  safety  or  inimical  to 
their  prosperity  obtaining  within  a  generation 
control  of  all  branches  of  the  Government.  The 
movement  was  wholly  without  justification,  and 
was  nothing  more  or  less  than  the  desperate 
grasp  of  bold,  ambitious,  and  unscrupulous 
demagogues,  who  believed  that  they  would  ob¬ 
tain  power  more  easily,  wield  it  more  supremely, 
and  hold  it  more  continuously,  in  a  confederacy 
more  compact  and  homogeneous,  than  they  had 
done  in  the  Government  which  their  fathers  es¬ 
tablished.  Under  the  pretense  of  oppression, 
actual  or  apprehended,  under  the  profession  of 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  slavery,  by  the  skill¬ 
ful  use  of  well-adjusted  means,  and,  saddest  of 
all  with  the  practical  connivance  of  those  then 
administering  the  Government  of  the  Union, 
the  movement  was  inaugurated,  the  early  and 
more  embarrassing  steps  taken,  momentum  ob¬ 
tained,  and  the  experiment  launched. 

THEIR  MOTIVE  AXD  OUR  DUTY. 

The  motive  of  the  leaders,  reckless  of  results, 
and  intent  only  upon  success,  was  cold  anibi- 
tion;  the  purpose,  the  dismemberment  of  the 
Union,  and  the  establishment  of  a  new  confed¬ 
eracy,  based  upon  slavery,  practically  applying 
to  o-overnment  the  repressive  ideas  with  which 
slavery  harmonizes,  and  directed  at  once  to  the 
propagandism  of  the  slave  system  in  society 
and  of  aristocratic  ideas  in  government.  Their 
pretended  President  has  declared  the  separa¬ 
tion  final  and  eternal.  It  is  for  us,  by  force  of 
arms,  to  break  up  this  rebel  conspiracy,  over¬ 


turn  their  authority,  expel  their  agents,  and 
punish  the  guilty  authors  of  this  calamity. 

As  for  myself,  I  will  do  every  necessary  thing 
to  this  end.  I  will  vote  every  required  appro¬ 
priation.  I  will  impose  every  needed  tax.  I 
will  enact  all  necessary  legislation,  and  give  the 
Government  all  needed  moral,  financial,  and 
'  physical  power  to  achieve  success. 

I  have  a  firm  hope  that  the  military  measures 
now  in  progress  or  contemplation,  used,  as  I 
doubt  Tiot  they  will  be,  with  energy  and  vigor, 
will  accomplish  the  purposes  of  Government, 
and  by  destroying  the  armies  of  the  rebellion, 
relieve  the  people  of  the  seceded  States  of  the 
terrible  oppression  which  weighs  upon  them. 

As  for  the  presumed  impossibility  of  conquer¬ 
ing  the  South — vaunted  here  and  elsewhere — 

I  believe  that  the  rebel  States  rely  upon  their 
military  power  to  withstand  our  military  power ; 
that  when  the  former  shall  be  destroyed,  the 
means  of  sustaining  themselves  against  the 
latter  will  have  vanished,  and  that  with  the 
means  will  disappear  the  inclination  to  preserve 
a  rebellious  attitude.  I  can  understand  how 
those  who  have  fomented  the  rebellion,  or  have 
compromised  themselves  by  actively  and  volun¬ 
tarily  engaging  in  it,  will  desperately  resist  and 
anxiously  retard  the  restoration  of  the  authority 
of  the  Union  ;  but  as  the  people  have  never 
been  oppressed,  as  the  rebellion  did  not  proceed 
from  them  but  was  forced  upon  them  by  a  des¬ 
perate  band  of  politicians,  and  as  deep  animos¬ 
ity  cannot  exist  among  them,  it  is  not  only  not 
unreasonable  to  hope,  but  it  is  actually  safe  to 
assert,  that  they  will  gladly  reaccept  that  Gov¬ 
ernment  which,  so  Lately  as  fifteen  months  ago, 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  pronounced  the  most 
beneficent  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  On  both 
these  points,  we  have  ample  evidence,  of  which 
none  is  more  comprehensive  and  judiciously 
expressed  than  that  furnished  by  the  accom¬ 
plished  Rev.  Dr.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky, 
who,  in  a  recent  paper,  uses  this  language  : 

“  So  far  is  it  from  being  crcdiblo  that  the  deliverance  of 
the  Unionists  in  the  confederate  States  cannot  bo  accom- 
X>lishcd,  except  by  the  slaughter  of  vast  populations,  nor 
maintained  afterwards,  except  by  immense  standing  ar¬ 
mies,  all  the  facts  of  this  sad  case  show  tbat  what  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  all  ages  and  countries  will  happen  again  here,  and 
the  mass  of  the  people  speedily  and  j'lyfnlly  return  to  their 
allegiance  as  soon  as  the  viilitarnforci  of  Ike  rdjeh  U  broken 
and  society  is  allowed  to  return  to  its  ordinary  condition.’^ 

Were  this  otherwise,  my  position  would  not  • 
he  changed.  I  hold,  that  in  no  view  will  we  be 
authorized  in  closing  this  contest,  cost  what  it  I 
may,  until  the  complete  restoration  of  the  au-  * 


thoritv  of  the  Government  shall  he  effected  ;  un¬ 
til  the  inherent  strength  and  vigor  of  repuhlican 
institutions,  already  tested  more  fearfully  than 
any  other  form  has  ever  endured,  shall  be  fully 
demonstrated  ;  and  until  American  citizenship 
shall  be  impartially  protected  over  every  foot  of 
the  territory  of  the  Union. 

Costly,  crippling,  and  demoralizing  as  this 
war  has  been  or  may  be,  it  is  worth  much  to 
have  had  the  true  theory  of  the  powers  of  our 
Government  settled  upon  immovable  founda¬ 
tions;  to  have  had  all  vicious  and  emasculating 
theories  crushed  out,  and  the  conclusive  proof 
of  its  ability  to  withstand  as  well  inward  treach¬ 
ery  as  outward  attack,  deep  graven  by  heavy- 
handed  conflict,  in  lines  unmistakable  and  in¬ 
eradicable.  Sir,  if  in  this  struggle  the  seductive 
sophisms  which  have  obscured  the  intellect  and 
drugged  the  conscience  of  the  victims  of  seces¬ 
sion  shall  sink  with  their  authors  to  dishonored 
graves,  from  which  there  shall  be  no  resurrec¬ 
tion,  let  us  rejoice  in  the  just  retribution  which 
relieves  the  people  of  so  potent  elements  of  mis¬ 
chief,  and  the  Government  of  elements  of  weak¬ 
ness  which  were  fast  making  it  the  plaything  of 
faction,  and  exposing  it  to  the  contemptuous 
disregard  of  the  Powers  of  the  world. 

The  immediate  problem  is  the  preservation 
of  our  territorial  unity,  though  the  contest  really 
involves  the  nation’s  life.  This  is  comprehended 
as  well  abroad  as  at  home  ;  and  the  results  of 
the  conflict  have  been  discussed  and  foreshad¬ 
owed  according  to  the  varying  positions,  prin¬ 
ciples,  prepossessions,  and  prejudices  of  the 
speakers.  Even  Earl  Russell's  imperfect  and 
inaccurate  description  of  the  contest,  as  by  the 
North  for  empire,  and  the  South  for  independ¬ 
ence,  though  expressed  in  the  language  of  dip¬ 
lomatic  indirection,  involves  the  great  truth  that 


the  struggle  is  for  national  existence,  such  as 
no  nation  has  wholly  escaped,  and  as  England, 
in  dark  hours,  and  with  heroic  fortitude  and 
energy,  waged  against  a  continent  in  arms.  We 
will  wage  this  war  while  there  is  a  patriot  to 
strike,  or  a  foe  to  fall.  We  will,  at  every  sacri¬ 
fice,  maintain  our  national  unity,  territorial  in¬ 
tegrity,  and  undivided  sovereignty.  To  lose 
either  would  be  to  invite  dishonor  and  compli¬ 
cations  numberless  and  fearful;  to  yield  every 
glorious  tradition,  hope,  and  duty  ;  to  strengthen 
despotism,  and  cover  ourselves  with  reproach 
and  posterity  with  woe.  To  avert  these  calam¬ 
ities,  which  would  be  inevitable,  and  others 
which  cannot  be  anticipated,  and  to  preserve 
untarnished  and  unharmed,  as  it  passes  through 
the  fiery  furnace  of  trial,  that  splendid  organiza¬ 
tion  of  civil,  social,  and  political  blessings  which 
our  fathers,  eighty  years  ago,  created  and  fash¬ 
ioned,  adopted,  and  transmitted,  a  legacy  of 
priceless  value  and  peerless  beauty,  are  the  holy 
and  overmastering  duties  devolving,  under  God, 
upon  the  Executive,  us  legislators,  and  the  brave 
thousands  in  arms,  all  aided  and  sustained  by 
the  firm  fidelity  of  the  loyal  citizens  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  Sir,  this  work  wall  be  attended  by  start¬ 
ling  events,  whose  strangeness  will  be  lost  in 
their  deep  significance.  It  will  involve  sacri¬ 
fices,  privations,  and  suffering.  It  will  present 
difficulties  which  patient  courage  can  alone  sur¬ 
mount.  It  will  demand  the  exercise  of  every 
high,  and  rare,  and  manly  virtue.  But  this  fair 
inheritance  shall  be  saved  from  disjointure  or 
demolition,  and  this  people,  rising  to  the  stature 
of  true  heroism,  will  inscribe  their  name,  in 
characters  of  blood,  upon  the  eternal  tablets  of 
history,  as  the  brave,  and  devoted,  and  success¬ 
ful  defenders  of  republican  constitutional  gov¬ 
ernment. 
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